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e . 1987 CHESAPEAKE BAY .AGREEMENT

'HE CHESAPEAKB BAY IS A NATIONAL TREASURE

anda resource of worldw;de sxgmfmnce. Its ecologxcal, econormic, and cultutal importance are felt far beyond its waters and

the communities that line its shores. Man's use and abuse of its bounty, however, together with the continued growth and
ldevelopment of population in its watershed, have taken a toll on the Bay system. In recent decades, the Bay has suffered
serious declines in quality and producuvny ¢ REPRESENTING the Federal government and the States which surround
the Chesapeake Bay, we acknowledge our stake in the resources of the Bay and accept our share of responsibxhty for its
current condirion. We are detetmined tha‘t this decline will be reversed. In response, all of our iurisdictions have embarked -
.on ambitious programs to  protect our shared resource and restore it to a more producnve state. <> IN 1980 the legxslamres
of ergxma and Maryland established the Chesapeake Bay Commission to coordinate interstate planning and programs
rom a legislative perspective. In 1985, Pennsylvanxa joined the Comrmssmn. And, in 1983, Virginia, Maryland, Pennsyl-
ania, the sttnct of Columbxa, the US. Envuonmental Protection Agency and the Chesapeake Bay Commission formally

» greed to a cooperative approach to this undertakmg and established specific mechanisms for i xts coordination. Since 1983,
Iur joint commitment has carned us to new levels of governmental cooperation and scientific understandmg It has formed
- firm base for the future success of this Iong-term program. The extent and complexity of our task now call foran
‘xpanded and refined agreement to guide our efforts toward the twenty-first century. © RECOGNIZING that the
Chesapeake Bay s xmportanoe transcends reglonal boundanes, we commit to managing the Chsapmke Bay asan xntegrated
osystem and pledge our best efforts to achievé the goals in this Agreement.- We propose a series of objecuvs that will
. establish a policy and institutional framework for continued cooperative efforts to restore and protect Chesapeake Bay. We

her commit to specxfxc actions to achieve those objectives. The implementation of these commitments will be reviewed
annually and additional comnutments developed as needed.

GOALS AND PRIORI_TY COMMITMENTS

HIS NEW AGREEMENT CONTAINS Goals .and Priority  representing the Federal government, the District of Columbis, the
Commitments for Living Resources; Water Quality; Popula-  State of Maryland and the Commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Vir-
tion Growth and Development; Public Inforination, Educa- ginia (hereinafter the “States™) and the Chesapake Bay Commission.
n and Participatinn; Public Access; and Governance. ¢ The parties This Agreement may be amended and attachments added in the future
1o this 1987 Agreement are the US. Environmental Protection Agency by unanimous attion of the Chesapeake Executive Council.

—y
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LIVING

O AL - PROVIDE FOR THE RESTORATION AND PRO-
TECTION OF THE LIVING RESOURCES. THEIR HABITATS
AND ECOLOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS. The productivity.

diversity and abundance of living resources are the best ultimate mea-
' sures of the Chesapeake Bay's condition. These living resources are the
main focus of the restoration and protection effort. Some species of
shelifish and finfish are of immense commercial and recreational value
to man. Others are valuable because they are par of the vast array of

"RESOURCE?S

.o Restore. enhance and protect waterfowl and wildlife.

plant and animal lifé thar make up the Chesapeake Bay ecusystem on p

which all species depend. We recognize that the eritire natural system
must be healthy and productive. We will determine the essenrial ele-
ments of habitat and environmental quality necessary to support living
resources and will see that these conditions are attained and maintained.
We will also manage the harvest of and monitor populations of corn-
mercially, recreationally and ecologically valuable species to ensure sus-

- rained, viable stocks. We recognize thar to be successful, these actions
must be carried out in an integraced and coordinated mianner across the
whole Bay system. ‘ ' :

'OBIECTIVE<
©
<

Restore, enhance. protect and manage submcrged aquatic vegetation:
Procect. enhance and restore werlands, coastal sand dunes, forest
buffers and other shoreline and riverline systems important to
water quality and habirat. C :

protect Bay habitat.

Maintain freshwater flow regimes necessary to susain estuarine
habitats, including. where appropriate. establishing minimum in-
stream flows.

Develop companble ‘Bay-wide stock assessment programs

Conserve soil resources and reduce erosion and sedimentarion to ‘

N

o Develop Bay-wide fisheries management strategies and develop
complementary state programs and plans to protect and restore the,
. finfish and shellfish stocks of thc Bay. ,especinlly. the freshwater a
estuarine spawners. A

-

¢ Provide for the restoration of shc!lf:sh stocks in the Bay. especialing
the abundance of commercially- important species.

COMMITMENT

TO ACHIEVE THIS GCAL WE AGREE:
¢

by January 1988. w develop and adopt guidelines for the pr()téctxc:
of warerquality and habitat conditions necessary to support the i
'ing resources found in the Chesapeake Bay systern, and to use th
guidelines in the implemehmtion of warer quality and habitar pro-
tection programs. :
by July 1988. 1o develop, adopt and begin o 1mplemem: a B.ay-wn.t
plan for the assessment of commercially, recrennonnlly and selected
ecologically valuable species. ‘
by July 1988. 10 adopr a schedule for the dcvelopment of Bav-m_
resource management strategies for commercially, recreationaiiy
-and selected ecologically vaiuable species.

by July 1989. 10 develop, adopr and begin tw implement Bay-wid
‘management plans for oysters, blue crabs and American Shad. Plans
for other major commercially, recrauonalh and eculogxcally vajuadi
species should be initiated by 1990, '
by December 1988. o develop a Bay-wide pohn' for the protecnon
of tidal and non-tidal wetlands. ‘
Provide for fish passage at'dams, and remove stream blocka

. “wherever necessary to restore natural passage for migratory fish
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OAL: REDUCE AND CONTROL POINT AND NON-
POINT SOURCES OF POLLUTION TO ATTAIN THE WATER
QUALITY CONDITION NECESSARY TO SUPPORT THE
LIVING RESOURCES OF THE BAY. The improvemeng and maince-

Zv' kel

nance of water quality arte the single most critical elements in the over-
all restoration and protection of the Chesapeake Bay. Water is the -

medium in which all living resources of the bay live, and their ability o

: .su.rvxvezndﬂounshtsdxmcﬂydepcnd:momr. ¢ 'To ensure the pro-

ductivity of the living resources of the Bay, we must clearly establish the
water quality conditions they require and must then atrain and maintain

those conditions. Foremost, we must improve or maintain dissolved .

oxygen concentrations in the Bay aod its tributaries through 2 con-
unuedsndexpandedcomnmmemmd;cmductmofmmmsfmm
bothpomtandmnpouusoums.Wemuscdodxesamefortoxmand

conventional pollstants. To be cffetuve. we will develop basin-wide ‘

implementation plans for the control and reduction of pollutants which
are based on our best understanding (including that derived from
nnd:hng)ofdeayandmnhmnsasanmnegrmdmtem.

OB]ECTIVES

< vandeumelycommnandmmnwnznceofpublxandpnvam
sewerage facilities to assure control of pollutant discharges.
" Reduce the discharge of untreated or inadequately treated sewage

e

- leaking sewage systems, and faihng septic systems.

Evaluate and institute, where appropriate, alternative tedmologles

for point source pollution control, such as biological nutrient re-

‘moval and land application of effluent mtednceyolluuonloads ina

cost-effective manner.

Establish and enforce pc‘)l!uant limitations to ensure compliance

with water quality laws. . '

Reduce the levels of nonpoint sources of pollution.

Reduce sedimencation by sm:ngthcmng enforcement of existing

con:rol regularions.

Eliminate pollutant discharges from mnoml boa:s. _

" Identify and control toxic discharpes to the Bay system, including
metals and toxic organics, to protect water quality, aquatic resources
and human health through implementation and enforcement of the

<

oo o0 o

_mmBaywamsﬁmnsudxsourccsascumbmedscwe:omfbws,
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WATER QUALITY

states’ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit
- programs and other programs.
< Reducechlonned:schargsmmtnlﬁnﬁshandsheﬁﬁshm
Minimize water pollnnon incidents and ptovndc adeqmce response
to polhutanc spills,.

° Mmgesemgeslnﬂge,dredgedspozlmdhannhmwasu t pro-,

tect the Bay system.
¢ Manage groundwater to procect the water quality of the Bay. L
o Qmmnfydxcunpactsandxdcnnfydwsou:wofarmosphammp\m
on the Bay systemn.
COMMITMENT:

TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL WE AGREE: T
O by judy 1988, o develop, adopt and begin unplemenunon oﬁ 2
basin-wide strategy to equitably achieve by the year 2000 at least a
40’ percent reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus entering the main -
_ stem of the'Chesapeake Bay. The strategy should be based on agreed
upon 1985 pomwnmbadsandonnonponmbedsmanavemge
rainfall year. ’ R
¢ by December 1991, mre-evalmtedmmpercmtmdncuonmqget
basedonthetsulaofmodclmg.mrd:,mtonngandodm _
informatiod availsble at that time. .
o byDecember 1988, mdcvelop,adopt andbegm unplemmuuonmf
' abasxn-wndesm:egywadmveueduc:mofmsmmnsmwxdx :
d:eWauerQua.htyAnolewhx:hmﬂmpmmnof.
humanhukhandhvmgmm'l‘hesmmgywﬂlmverhxh.
point and nonpoint sources, moaitoring prococols, enforcement: of
ymuwumguhmmdmedrodsfotdmhngmth m-place
toxic sediments where necessary,

. © byJuly 1988, todevdopandﬂdopt,asreqmmdbyderate:thty

Act of 1987, a basin-wide implementation strategy for the manage-
ment and control of conventional poliutants entering dleregpeakc
Bay system from point and nonpoint sources.

O byluly1 988, the Environmental Protection Agency, acting for the
federal government, will develop, adopt and begin mgplemenut:on
of 2 strategy for the control and reduction of point and nonpoint
sources of nutrient, toxic and conventional pollution from all .
federal facilities.
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POPULATION GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

4 \ O AL: PLAN FOR AND MANAGE THE ADVERSE EN-
GVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS OF HUMAN POPULATION

GROWTH AND LAND DEVELOPMENT IN THE CHESA-

PEAKE BAY WATERSHED. There is a clear correlation berween
population growth and associated development and enviroamental
degradation in the Chesapeake Bay system. Enhancing, or even main-
aining, the quality of the Bay while accommodating growth will fre-

.0 Pmmnghahmmuﬂfcdeulgdnmmm,uﬂd:

quently involve difficult. decisions and restrictions and will require .

continued and enhanced commitment to proper d:vclopmenr. stan-’

dat«is.'ﬂxesmmandthcfedetdgovemmemwﬂlwd\cfuﬂm

sure of their authority o mitigate the potential adverse effects of con- .

tinued growth. O Local jurisdictions have been delegated authority

over many decisions regarding growth and developmenit which have
both direct and indirect effects on the Chesapeake Bay system and its
living resources. The role of local governments in the restoration and

protection effort will be given proper recognition and support through

state and federal resources. O States will engage in an active partner-

shxpwxd:ba!govemmsmesabhshpohqgmdchnesmtmmge
growth and development.
OBJECTIVES:

< Dazgna:e a stase-level office xesponsible for. ensuring coasistency

mth!hsAgzmmnngdnzgmrspomibkformpm-
hensive oversight of development actmty.mdudmgmfnsmme

: phnmn&apmlhﬂgm,h:ﬂpmm andwmmamge-’

ment acivities.

° vadehalgommmdxfmwﬂandwdmnlmw |

mmuﬂapandmeumamguwueffotu.
© Comukwxdxbalgovcmmupmmvamdn&vebptm

ofawpakc&ymmummdpmmnphmandpmgum _

o ‘ldmtxfyandgvepubhcmgmuonmmxmuvemdodm
mcworﬂtyenmpksofbalgovummtmmmmnandptm
ton-related programs.

o Aawrethztgovcmmmdevdopmempmpmmeetaﬂenvm
mental requirements.

4

private sector, the use of innovative techniques o avoid and, where
necessary, mitigate the adverse impacts of growth.

COMMITMENT:

TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL WE AGREE:

© to ommission a panel of experrs o report, by December 1988, on
anticipated population growth and land development parterns in
the Bay region through the year 2020, the infrastructure require-
msmqwmgtow&a:ﬂdévebpmmr,emimnmml
programs needed to improve Bay resources while accommodating
growth, alternative means of rnanaging and directing growth and
alternative mechanisms for financing governmenral services and
environmental controls. The pamlofexpertswxllcomsscoftwdve
members: three each from Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania,
mdoacad:fromd:eD:smoanhxmbm,Envummmlngwc-
tion Agency and the Chesapeake Bay Commission. '

O by January 1989, to adope development policies and guidelines de-

signed o reduce adverse impacts on the water qualicy and living
resources of the Bay, including minimum best management pracrices
for development and to cooperatively assist Jocal governments in
mhmnghndmemddﬂebpmentdeusmwnhmthwputo
view, consistene with the policies and guidelines. :

© o evaluate state and federal development projects in lighe of their

potentisl impacts on the water quality and living resources of the -

Chesapeake Bay, and design and carry out each stare and federal

devebpnmpm;easonmsemasaundclfordcpmmx
in terms of land-use practices. '

O by December 1988, to develop 2 strategy t provide incentives, A
- technical assistance and guidance to local governments to sctively

. encourage them to incorporate procection of tidal and non-tidal wet-
lands and fragile astural aress in their land-use planning, water and
sewer planning, construction and other growth-related manage-
ment processes. ' o
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Il e

PUBLIC XNFORMATION

) 0 AlL: PROMOTE GREATER UNDERSTANDING
AMONG CITIZENS ABOUT THE CHESAPEAKE BAY SYS-
TEM, THE PROBLEMS FACING IT AND POLICIES AND

lSOGRAMS DESIGNED TO HELP IT AND TO FOSTER INDIVIDUAL
PONSIBILITY AND STEWARDSHIP OF THE BAY’S RESOURCES.

O AL: PROVIDE INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR
CITIZENS TO PARTICIPATE IN DECISIONS AND PRO-
GRAMS AFFECTING THE BAY. The understanding and
support of the general public and interest groups are essential to sus-

ining the long-term commirment to the restoration and protection of -

e Chesapeake Bay system and its living resources. Citizens must have

opportunities to learn about that system and associsted management

‘iidesaod programs and must be given opportunities to contribute
abaxhowbenommgechacmmmlsywn _

BJECTIVES:
i Provide umely information on the yrogress of the restoration
program.
Assure a continuing process of public input and participation in
policy decisions affecting the Bay. - S
© Enhance Bay-oriented education oppomnnns m iincrease public
. awa:enssmdnndenundmgofdz&ysysm

( ; O AL: PROMOTE INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR

PUBLIC APPRECIATION AND ENJOYMENT OF THE BAY -

.c-s AND ITS TRIBUTARIES. Interest in and commitment to the

peake Bay and its tributaries are greatly affecred by personal con-

tact with that narural system. Corisequently, improved opportunities for

to the shores-and waters f the system are essential if public
awareness and suppoct are to be maintained and increased.

OBJECTIVES:

< Impmeandmmnmmmthe&ymchdmgpubltbadu.

packs and forested lands..
o knpmeoppomuunsformmmluﬂmuﬂﬁshmg. _
< Semmsknmhnemgemmamnomspacemdpmdeoppor—
tunities for passive recrestion. ©

. '

PUBLIC

EDUCATION AND PARTICIPATION:

o Proviie curricula and field experiences for sudents. -

© Promore opportunities ro involve gitizens directly in Bay restoration
effors.

¢ Coordinate the producnon and distribution of Bay mforrnanon and
educamnma:emk. .

co M MIT M. ENT:

TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS WE AGREE:

O o conduct coordinated education and informarion programs to
inform the general public, local governments, business, srudents,
community associations and others of their roles, responsibilities
and opportunities in the restoration and protection effort, and o
promote public involvement in the management and decision-
making process.

0 wpmdeforp:blzécvzewmdmmm:onaﬂmplmznnmn

plans developed pursuant to this agreement. . .
0 wmzm.m&ubpmwza:\dfedenlmmphm
for public information, education and participacion, and by May
. 1988, to develop a unified, Bay-wide communication plan.
] top:mmdmpake&ymmmeffombyesubﬁshmgmA
annual Bsy-wide seties of Chesapeake Bay Wartershed Awareness
events, to include 1 Governor's Cup Fishing Tournsmenc. .

ACCESS

o Semxem:ymgempmunqnehabmtmdmmnn- h

COMMITMENT:

. TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL WE AGREE: .

] mmmfyouxcﬁonsmunpmvenndexpandydﬂnwoppm-
tunicies being made available by the federal governmeat, the stares,
and local governments, by developing & stracegy, which includes an
mdwmop;nmmmby}dyl%whﬁxmm
smandﬁadenhcuommsemreaddma!nd:lsludm:xm
by December 1990 along the Bay snd its ributaries. -~ -

° meIMmmmampmmdewmho
cilidies and the natural resource system for the tidal Chesapeake Eay.
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GOVERNANCE

OAL: SUPPORTAND ENHANCE THE PRESENT COM-

PREHENSIVE, COOPERATIVE AND COORDINATED AP-

PROACH TOWARD MANAGEMENTOF THE CHESAPEAKE
BAY SYSTEM.

OALl: PROVIDE FOR CONTINUITY OF MANAGE-

MENT. EFFORTS AND PERPETUATION. OF COMMIT-

MENTS NECESSARY TO ENSURE LONG-TERM RESULIS.

The cooperation necessary to sustain an effective Chesapeake Bay .
restoration and protection effort requires a formal working arrange- -

ment involving the states and the federal government. Thar instiru-
tional arrangemeric must. allow for and promote voluntary individual

actions coordinated within a well-defined context of the individual
responsibilities and authontxs of each state and the federal govern- A

mnltmustalsoex:sumdmtmmuswhx:hmquueaconcened,

* Bay-wide approach be addressed in common and without duplication.
One of the princpal functions of the coordinating institution is to
develop strategic plans and oversee their implementation, based on
advice from the public, from the sdentdific community and from user
groups. O In addition, the coordinating body must exert leadership to.

-marshal public support, and it must be accountable for progress made
under the terms of this agreement. The coordinating body will continue
10 be called the Chesapeake Executive Council. The Chesapeake Execu-
tive Council shall be comprised of the Governors, the Mayor of the
District of Columbia, the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the Chairman of the Chesapeake Bay Commission.
The d\au’manshnp of the Coundil shall rotare annually as determined by
the Council. The term of the Chairman shall be cie year The Adminis<
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency shall represent the fed-
eral government mdtthl’umnanofdseG:sap&keBayCommxssxon
shall represent its members. .

OBJBCTIVES'

] Contmue © demonstrate strong, reg:onal lezdets}up
an annual pubhcmmgofdmﬁmp&kclimuve

¢ Continue to support the Chesapeake Executive Coungil and provide
for technical and public pol:q advice by mammmng strong a.dvmry
commitrees. :

© Coordinate Bay mamgement activities and develop and mamtam'
effective mechanisms for accouncability. -

", O The Chesapeake Bay Liaison Office shall provide staff support to

the Chesapeake Executive Council by providing analyses and data
management, and by generating reports related to the overall pro-

nvem'ng :

o

<

o

COMMITMENT:
TO ACHIEVE THESE GOALS WE AGREE:

o]

o
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_workplan which identifies specific federal programs to be integrated

gram. The Implementation Commiteee shall provide guidance to
the CBLO Director in all marters relating to suppor for the Council
and their supporting commistees, subcommittees and work groups
mdudmg the development of all plans and other docwncnts asso-
ciated with the Coundl l
Examine the feasibility of joint funding support of the Chesapeake
Bay Liaison Office. A

Track and evaluate activities which may affect estuarine water
quality and resources and reporr at least anaually.

Develop and maintain 2 coordinated Chesapeake Bay datzz man-
agement system.

Continue to implement 2 coordinated Bay-wxde momtonng systcm
and o dcvelop a Bay-wide living resources monitoring system.
Develop and unplement a coordinated Bay-wnde man:h program.

to develop an annual Chesapeake Bay ‘work plan endorsed. by the
Chesapeake Executive Council ‘

to continue to support Bay-wxde environmental monitoring and
research to provide the technical and scientific mformanon neces-
Safy to support management dmsxons.

to strengthen the Chsapukc Bay Liaison Office by assigning, as
appropriate, staff persons from each jurisdiction and from partic-
pating federal agencies to assist with the technical support functions
of that office.

by Judy 1988, to develop and adopt a comprehensive research plan .
to be evaluated and updated annually to address the technical needs
of the Chsapak: Bay Program.

by July 1988, develop a Bay-wide monitoring plan for selected
commercially, recreationally and ecologically valuable species.

by March 1988, to establish a local government advisory commitree
to the Chesapeake Executive Council and charge that committee t I
develop a strategy for local government participation in the Bay

program.

to consider and review the feasibility of stabhshmg an mdepe'
Chesapeake Bay Executive Board.

by July 1988, the Environmental Protecnon Agency, acting for the.
federal government, will. develop, a coordinated, federal agency

into a coordinared federal effort to support the restoration of the

Chesapeake Bay.
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Chesapeake Bay system. We agree to report in Jansary 1989 on progress made in fulfilling the commitments in this agreement, and to
consider at that time additional commitments. The implementation strategies which will be developed pursuant to this agreement will be
lpcnded as annexes, and annual reports will include an accounting of progress made on each stracegy.

B Y THIS AGREEMENT, we reaffirm our commitment to restore and protect the ecological integrity, productivity and beneficial uses of the

. o . | EMMM (S, 19£7
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iOR THE STATE OF MARYLAND

!OR THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA /%M _ 7 Y24
i | , |
.)R THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

. .ok THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

. FOR THE CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION ’ ) @"‘Q—Q
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